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Dear Member,  
 
Following on from the ecology report which was commissioned by the Trust last year a 
biodiversity group has been formed to study, map, nurture and encourage the flora and 
fauna on the Common and as spring comes we will be surveying and mapping our 
valuable and beautiful veteran trees in order to decide how best to preserve them.  
 
Work will continue on uncovering the long dormant seed bed lying under a swathe of 
brambles on the exceedingly rare acid grassland close to the tree line to the west of the 
common. The area is easily recognisable by the gorse, heather and uneven, bumpy 
surface made from the many anthills. Exposure of the sub soil on similar glacial deposits 
elsewhere has led to the re-emergence of dormant plant species like heath bedstraw and 
tormentil and provided further habitats for invertebrates - lizards, solitary bees and 
butterflies such as meadow browns and small heaths. The ants themselves are a crucial 
food source for birds – they are the green woodpecker’s primary food source. 
 
You may be wondering about the plantation which has recently appeared at the western 
end of the woods, some of it protected by dead hedging! Our woodland, broadly speaking, 
is made up of a large number of trees of similar age and we do not know what effect the 
increasingly extreme weather and change in climate will have on it. However, we do know 
that a range of species and ages is essential in a healthy woodland.  This area was 
selected for a project by The London Tree Ring, part of the countryside charity, CPRE, to 
trial the planting of three species of tree for coppicing: hazel, hornbeam and sweet 
chestnut (the last introduced by the Romans 2000 years ago). This ancient form of 
woodland management will introduce a new generation as well as material for future dead 
hedging projects to protect our most valuable trees, provide new habitat and protect 
sensitive areas. It also crucially encourages biodiversity by providing another environment 
as much needed sunlight reaches the woodland floor – we will see what wildflowers might 
emerge from their slumber.  
On the following page is a copy of the information board which formed a part of the 
CPRE’s recent presentation to parliament. 
 
This is a short introduction to what we hope will be a flourishing woodland project and we 
would welcome the expertise or physical input of volunteers on a regular or occasional 
basis. 
 
For more information, to get involved, or simply to give us some feedback, please contact 

biodiversity@mhctrust.org.uk 
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